Synthesis of some monocyclic analogues of mycophenolic acid via the Johnson ortho ester Claisen rearrangement.
The synthesis of some monocyclic analogues of mycophenolic acid in which the lactone ring has been eliminated, leaving the aromatic ring intact and the same oxygenated substituents flanking the hexenoic acid side chain with an (E)-geometry at the double bond, has been accomplished via the Johnson ortho ester Claisen rearrangement. The synthetic methodology reported here allows the preparation of mycophenolic acid analogues bearing alkyl substituents at the alpha- and beta-positions on the side chain.